FRANCIS BACON:   VISCOUNT
ST. ALBANS
[Born 1561.   Philosopher and statesman.   He went through the
various steps of the legal profession, entered Parliament in 1584,
and then wrote papers on public affairs, including A Letter of Advice
to Queen Elizabeth urging strong measures against the  Catholics.
He made the acquaintance of the Earl of Essex, who treated him with
generosity and endeavoured to advance him in his career;  neverthe-
less, having been appointed to investigate the causes of Essex's revolt
in 1601, he was largely responsible for the Earl's conviction.   The
accession of James I gave a favourable turn to Bacon's fortunes and
he was  knighted in  1603;   becoming  Solicitor-General in  1607,
Attorney-General in 1613, Lord Keeper in 1617, Lord Chancellor
and Baron Verulam in 1618, and Viscount St. Albans in 1621.   In
the same year, a Parliamentary Committee on the Administration of
the Law charged him with corruption under twenty-three counts ;
and so clear was the evidence that he made no attempt at defence.
He was sentenced to a fine of £40,000 ; to be committed to the Tower
during the King's pleasure (which was that he should be released in a
few days) ; to be perpetually banished from Court; and to be incapable
of holding office or sitting in Parliament ever again.   The remaining
years of his life were spent in literary and phSosophical work.   It
was Bacon's ambition to create a new system of philosophy, based
on a right interpretation of nature, to replace that of Aristotle;  and
his development of inductive philosophy did in fact revolutionise
future thought, for he did more than anyone else to free the intellect
fromT preconceived notions and to direct it to the unbiased study of
facts.   He wrote The Advancement of Learning, The History of Henry the
Seventh, The New Atlantis3 Maxims of the Law and his Essays.   Bacon
died in 1626, leaving debts of £22,000.    Pope described him as
the wisesty brightest) meanest of mankind.}
I
N his Lordship's prosperity, Sir Fulke Grevil, Lord Brooke,
was his great Friend and acquaintance; but when he was in
disgrace and want, he was so unworthy as to forbid his
Butler to let him have any more small Beer, which he had often
sent for, his stomach being nice, and the small beere of Gray's
Inne not liking his pallet.   This has donne his memorie more
dishonour then Sir Philip Sidney's friendship engraven on his
monument hath donne him Honour.
Richard, Eatle of Dorset, was a great admirer and friend
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